A journey within a journey: the lived experience of parents who do not live near their child's tertiary cancer center.
Much research has been directed at childhood cancer survivors and their families to learn how to best provide care. However, little is known about parents' experiences of transitioning to a time when their child has completed treatment for cancer when living at a distance to the tertiary cancer center. The purpose of this study was to talk to such parents about their experiences. Five Canadian parents of children who had completed treatment for cancer in the past 3 months to 5 years took part in qualitative opened-ended interviews using a phenomenological hermeneutic approach. Data analysis revealed the essence of the parents' lived experience as a journey within a journey; 4 themes characterized the essence. Parents living a 2.5- to 5-hour drive from the cancer center expressed a willingness to travel wherever necessary in order to receive specialized care for their child. Parents emphasized the importance of having a local health care provider in whom they trusted. Assessing families' needs, support systems, and readiness to return home are important nursing roles throughout the cancer trajectory.